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RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 

Dear Sir: 



Group Art Unit: 2812 
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In response to the Official Action mailedl Janu^y 28, 



2003, Applicant submits the following remarks. 



REMARKS 
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Reconsideration of this application is respectfully 
requested. Claims 1-12 are in this application and are 
presented for the Examiner's consideration in view of the 
following comments . 

Claims 1-12 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,326,300 
issued December 4, 2001 to Liu et al . ("Liu") in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,265,319 issued July 24, 2001 to Jang ("Jangr"). 
Applicant respectfully does not agree. 

Liu describes a dual damascene process. (Liu, col. 
14, Ins. 5-7.) In particular, Liu describes the use of an etch 
stop layer. (Liu, col. 7, Ins. 26-27.) While this etch stop 
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Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 




Claims 
Remaining 

After 
Amendment 
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Number 
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Number 
Extra Claims 
Present 


Rate 




Total Claims 


16 


- 29 = 
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0.00 


Independent 
Claims 
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- 3 
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0.00 


Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) | | 




Other fee (please specify): 


0.00 


TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT: 


^ .0.00 



"x] Large Entity 

I No additional fee is required for this amendment. 
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I I Small Entity 



Please charge Deposit Account No. 



12-1095 in the amount of $ 
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A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
I I A check in the amount of $ 



to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 



I I Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

fx] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account isio. 
as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. \ 

fx] Credit any overpayment 
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fx] Charge any additional filing or application processing fees required under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17. 
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Dated: 



Gregc 

Attorney Reg. No.: 36,522 



May 22. 2003 
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